
 

A Company Profile 
a.k.a. "The Lawn Chair, Landfill Story" 

 

Woodstock Chimes Founder and CEO Garry Kvistad does not take lightly the familiar saying "One 

man's trash is another man's treasure."  In the early 1970s, Garry began what would become Woodstock 

Chimes in -- of all places -- an Illinois landfill.  A recent college graduate at the time, Garry was 

teaching at Northern Illinois University.  As a benefit of the job, he could take several courses each year, 

so Garry enrolled in one that taught techniques for making instruments.  Like many young people, Garry 

lacked the financial resources to pursue his hobby, so he visited his local landfill, hoping to find scrap 

metal that he could use to build instruments. 

 

"At the time, scouring landfills for usable materials was not an uncommon practice," says Garry.  "I was 

looking for any type of metal with a quality sound to it.  I spotted a pile of discarded lawn chairs.  

Instead of trash, I saw a free source of materials for my new hobby." 

 

Using the tubes from the discarded lawn chairs, Garry crafted a metallophone, a xylophone-like 

instrument made with metal instead of wood.  "That was my first experiment," jokes Garry. "I actually 

played it on tour, along with other instruments I made."  

Listen to the Adapted Lawn Chair 

 

    
Garry's first metallophone, made with aluminum tubes from discarded lawn chairs. 

 

In 1977, Garry and his wife, Diane, relocated and Garry began teaching at the University of Cincinnati.  

"At the same time, I began wondering if there was some type of instrument that I could create and that 

more people could utilize," says Garry.  His inspiration came from the Scale of Olympos, a 7th century 

BC Greek pentatonic scale that Garry found fascinating. 

 

"You can't play the scale's ancient notes on a modern piano, but I really wanted to hear the Scale of 

Olympos," he says.  "I came up with the idea of cutting and tuning the lawn chair tubes to the exact 

frequency of the scale, and created a windchime from the tubes.  It was the perfect instrument that the 

wind could play randomly. Plus, you don't need formal musical training to appreciate the beautiful sound." 

Listen to the Chimes of Olympos 



                       
Garry and Diane at the Cincinnati Craft Fair (left) the day the first Chimes of Olympos were sold 

and Woodstock's Chimes of Olympos today (right) 

 

Soon after, Diane exhibited her handmade soft sculptures at the Cincinnati Craft Fair and agreed to let 

Garry hang his new windchime alongside her crafts.  It immediately sparked an interest among attendees, 

but Garry hoped to grow his business building and tuning percussion instruments for other musicians.  For 

that reason, the pair moved to the Hudson Valley in 1979, where the music culture was flourishing. 

 

Garry and Diane continued making windchimes in the kitchen of their new home.  "I soon realized that 

there was only a limited quantity of used lawn chairs in the world," says Garry.  "Before long, I started 

buying supplies from our local hardware store.  There was so much demand for our windchimes that I 

actually began regularly wiping out their supply of 1-inch aluminum tubes." 

 

After an appearance on NPR’s All Things Considered in early 1980 and on the Today Show in 1983, 

Garry was devoting all of his energy to making and selling his windchimes. In the late 80s, Woodstock 

Chimes were being sold in all 50 states and distributed internationally. Two custom sets of Woodstock 

Chimes were commissioned for a special performance by the Boston Symphony Orchestra commemorating 

the 100th anniversary of Carnegie Hall in 1990. In 1999, Woodstock Chimes' 20th anniversary year, the 

company moved from West Hurley into its current 108,000 square-foot facility in Shokan, N.Y. 

 

Today, Woodstock Chimes are available in over 50 different styles, many of which are tuned to scales or 

melodies from various musical cultures. They are precision-tuned using a sophisticated computerized 

tuning process that is unique to the windchime industry.  

 

In addition to windchimes, Woodstock Chimes also distributes a unique line of musical instruments and 

gifts from around the world. Originating from Garry’s desire to make quality musical instruments 

available to all ages, the award-winning Woodstock Music Collection™ is a fabulous assortment of 

instruments that can be easily played with little practice.  One of the first instruments in the collection, 

the Chimalong, was inspired by Garry's original metallophone and remains a best seller today.  

Listen to the Chimalong 



 

      
The Chimalong, inspired by Garry’s original metallophone, and a best seller in the Woodstock Music Collection™ 

 

The company's unique, quality products have been recognized for many years in the mainstream media.  

Most recently, internationally renowned Time Magazine selected the Kid's Electric Guitar to be featured 

in the magazine's 2006 holiday gift guide. Woodstock Chimes' Aloha Chime also made a splash on the 

on the pages of InStyle, one of the nation's leading women's interest magazines.  In the November 2006 

Issue of InStyle, the Aloha Chime decorated the New York home of celebrity chef, Rachael Ray.  

Fortune Small Business, also recognized Woodstock's Aloha Chime as one of the best 2006 Christmas 

gifts from small businesses in the December 2006 issue. Finally, the Chimes of Bach was rated "Best 

Overall" by the Wall Street Journal in a review of five different chimes from five different chime 

manufacturers in 2003. 
 

In 2000, the company was honored with an Averell Harriman International Award by the International 

Business Network of Greater New York and is also a recipient of the Ulster County Development 

Corporation’s 1999 Business Achievement Award.  
 

Garry received Honorable Mention for the New York State Governor’s Award for Small Business in 

1993 and is a 1995 winner of Ernst & Young/Inc. Magazine’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award for the 

Southern New England Region. He served as a New York State delegate 

to the 1995 White House Conference on Small Business. He currently 

serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors of The Woodstock Guild 

and as a member of the Board of Advisors of the Catskill Center for 

Conservation and Development. In 1986, he and Diane created the 

Woodstock Chimes Fund, a non-profit foundation to support food, shelter 

and arts programs in the Hudson Valley. 
 

Garry is a graduate of Oberlin College and Northern Illinois University, 

which honored him with its Distinguished Alumni Award in 1993. When 

he’s not busy running Woodstock Chimes, Garry records and tours with 

the Grammy-Award winning Steve Reich and Musicians and the 

internationally-acclaimed percussion ensemble, NEXUS. 
 

Woodstock Founder and CEO 

Garry Kvistad today 


